ABSENTEE  GODS
and the Bantu wishes" they would not, and is perpetually saying so in his prayers, a large percentage whereof amount to c Go away ; we don't want you. Come not into this house, this village, or its plantation/ He knows from experience that the spirits pay little heed to these objurgations, and as they are the people who must be attended to, he develops a cult whereby they may be managed, used, and understood. This cult is what we call witchcraft."31 The Battas of Sumatra say that their chief god, Debati Hasi Asi, has done nothing since he created the world, having committed its government to his three sons, who rule by vakeels or proxies. Of the Greek peasant of to-day, Sir Rennell Bodd says that " much as he would shudder at the accusation of any taint of paganism, the ruling of the Fates is more immediately real to, him than any divine omnipotence." 32 Mutatis mutandis, the remark has equal application to the Roman Catholic peasant at the shrine of his local saint, and to the rustic who consults a wise woman. Mr. Tozer, in his Highlands of Turkey, says that "it is rather the minor deities and those asso-
31   Travels in West Africa, p. 442,
32  Folklore of Modern Greece, p, 140.
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